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positions. He did not know that the Italians had so many
heavy guns. He had no means of knowing, for they had
arrived that morning from Makalle, where they had been
used for the assault on Amba Aradam. But he did the
right thing : he moved his left out of the danger zone of
the artillery in an attempt to encircle the enemy. Next
day they moved nearer to Selaclaca and brought their light
artillery into action on his centre.
On tie 2nd of March the rifle battle was so hot that the
Gran Sasso Division was brought up. It prevented in
time an Ethiopian envelopment and threw the Ethiopians
back on their hill base. In its turn it was in difficulties
and had to be rallied by its commander, the Duke of
Bergamo. Again and again Imru, with his instinct for
battle, ordered out the positions that were being bombarded
to the attack. For now both the aviation and the Italian
artillery were pouring hot destruction where the tracks
joined below Selaclaca.
March 2 was the bitterest fight that the Italians
experienced in their northern offensive. The Ethiopian
tentative at encirclement had failed because Imru had not
enough men to carry it out. He now launched all his
men in a series of diabolical attacks upon the field guns
and the machine-guns of the enemy. (Often the Italians
report the field artillery had to fire at point-blank range.)
Machine-guns were seized by the dark hands of Imru's
soldiers as they fell sawn in half with bullets. The con-
tempt for death that the Sudanese showed at Omdurman
was as nothing to this: the Ethiopians knew what
machine-guns were.
They fought right on into deep night.
By midnight the Ethiopians, except for Imra's personal
guard, had only about twenty rounds left. They held on a
Sttle in the morning of the 3rd, then flooded back to the
Takkaze. The heights of the Shire ridge were littered
with five thousand dead. During the last battle of Italy's
mass offensive in the north, the 2nd Army Corps, which
already had a numerical superiority over Imru, spent on
his Gojjamis ten million cartridges, fifty thousand shells.
In three days the 2nd Italian Army Corps had fired as
much modern ammunition as the whole Ethiopian northern
line possessed at the beginning of the war.

